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was converted. And in the midst of these excite-
ments, he was called upon to go to Bristol.

The call came from Whitefield, who had come
back from Georgia (he had sailed from England
on the day that Wesley returned) and was soon
to go back there as Vicar of Savannah. He had
been preaching at Bristol, inaugurating his
evangelistic career with striking success. He was
extraordinarily eloquent; his zeal, his sincerity,
his love for his fellow-creatures, and his gift for
oratory at vast open-air meetings, moved even
the notoriously brutal miners, till their faces, black
with coal-dust, were furrowed white with tears.
He had always been emotional. As a servitor at
Oxford he had adored the Wesleys from afar, and
had become worthy to belong to the Holy Club by
starving himself into collapse: and now this appeal
to thousands, the bringing of them gloriously to
God, satisfied his raptural needs. Or nearly.
What was still lacking was martyrdom; he
wished to reach Christ through a sea of blood;
he longed to wear the martyr's crown ; at least
he was sure he would be imprisoned. But as no
one would imprison him, he could only hope that
he would some day be a good enough Christian
to deserve incarceration. Meanwhile, Bristol was
being converted, but Whitefield had to leave
Bristol to come to London and then go back to
Savannah. Would Wesley come to carry on the
glorious work ?

Wesley did not want to go, the more so as he